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After staying at this place for the night, next day we arrived at a big
town called Jangir or Jangarabad. Here Ganges flows northwards and it is
a sacred place too. There are a few foreigners here doing indigo business
living in houses built on the banks of the Ganges here and there. There are no
officers and collector here. Maithili, Kanyakubja Brahmins also live on
the banks in this town. There are about thirty houses of these brahmins.
All commodities are available here. Those who live on agriculture here are
called Grihasthis.
There is a small hillock in the middle of the river here, and a small
hillock on the bank opposite to that. There is an old mosque on the top of the
hillock on the bank and a little Shiva temple on the top of the hillock in the
river which was .created by a Sidhapurusha (one who by devout abstraction
and severe mortification has acquired spiritual perfection) three hundred years
ago. One of his disciple descendants is still there having his seat of authority
attending the worship of the deity. There is some land for him and a boat that
moves about frequently. The above mentioned Sidhapurusha, as the
legend goes, set out to go to Data Vaidyanath a great holy place 80 miles far,
but on the way Data Vaidyanath appeared in person before him and asked
Mm to go back to his place of penance and that he would appear there itself
and accordingly he appeared there in the shape of a Linga. The sage lived
here for a long time and later entered the holy fire. The place where he entered
the fire is still a place of worship now. The sage it appears attained ascetic
perfection, and he once went to Delhi in a split second by his supernatural
powers and brought back a firman from the Padusha assigning this mountain
abode for him for ever.
When we come to think of the eight types of ascetic perfections like
these supernatural powers are realised as practical by appeasing the Lord by
real devotion and wisdom and He created these powers only for the benefit of
such great persons. When such great persons of virtue so desire they acquire
such powers. I thought it is a matter of waste that persons attached to the
worldly affairs to take risks and waste their energies in the vain hope of attaining
such powers which are attainable only by sages.
On Sivaratri day, the deity Data Vaidyanath, incarnation of God is
worshipped by bathing the idol with not less than 1| lakh yokes full of Ganges
water in order to fulfil their desires. It is said that one can achieve one's
desires by bathing the idol with five yokes full of water. These five yokes
should be first two from the confluence of Gangottari, and Gangasagar, third
from Haradwar, fourth from Prayag and the fith from Jangir.
The story of Data Vaidyanath is as follows: Ravana, the Demon king
went to Kailasa and prayed Lord Shiva to come and stay in his kingdom Lanka.
Lord Shiva readily agreed and he entered a Linga and asked Ravana to carry
the Linga to his kingdom without placing it on the ground on his way. Having
come to know of this Lord Vishnu the preserver of the universe got perturbed
that if Lord Shiva stays with this dark passioned demon Ravana, he would